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INTRO

Dear Cincinnatians,

Cincinnati has been described as a potential “climate change haven,” but we’ve already experienced 

rising temperatures, more severe storms, and other climate-related challenges, and we’ll only see more 

in the years to come. A recent study even found that the Queen City is projected to experience the second 

largest temperature increase by 2050 among all major cities—in the world.1

The call to action couldn’t be more urgent. Thankfully, while all too many cities, states, nations, and 

elected officials from top to bottom have failed to step up to the challenge, Cincinnati already is taking the 

issue seriously. The city’s 2018 Green Cincinnati Plan sets out ambitious goals for reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions and waste, while expanding the use of renewable energy and achieving citywide carbon 

neutrality. It also prioritizes the conservation of our precious natural resources—the parks we recreate in, 

the rivers that provide our drinking water, the air that we breathe.

But addressing carbon emissions on a citywide basis—as well as at the state, national, and international 

level—while essential to addressing climate change, does not in itself ensure a more equitable 

environmental agenda on a neighborhood or community level. Just as the effects of rising temperatures, 

sewage overflows, and high energy bills aren’t felt uniformly by all, our environmental agenda for 

Cincinnati must address inequities that already exist—and include community engagement and buy-in 

from planning through implementation.

The challenges of climate change present an opportunity—to build a new economy around clean energy 

and green technologies, creating thousands of new jobs and invigorating our city while putting the 

environment first.

Cincinnati is well-positioned to be a leader, domestically and abroad, on climate change. With decisive 

action, strong leadership, and creative solutions, we can continue the progress we’ve already made and 

be not just a climate change haven, but a climate change role model for cities around the world.

Sincerely,

Aftab Pureval

1 “Major cities with the biggest projected temperature changes by 2050.” Chicago Tribune, 7/1/2021
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REDUCING EMISSIONS

REDUCING EMISSIONS AND TACKLING 
CLIMATE CHANGE HEAD ON

Addressing climate change is likely the greatest nonmilitary 
challenge we are facing today. We’re already feeling the 
effects—and they are only going to worsen without action 
on a large scale. Building a climate-resilient city—while 
doing all we can to reduce our contribution to the changes 
underway—has to be a priority in everything we do, whether 
it’s housing, education, infrastructure, or economic growth

REDUCING EMISSIONS TO IMPROVE 
AIR QUALITY AND HEALTH

The 2018 Green Cincinnati Plan sets an ambitious goal of 
reducing the city’s carbon emissions by 80% by 2050—
less than 30 years from now. We can still reach that goal—
indeed, as of 2021, the city remained on track2—if we build 
on the progress we’ve already made over the last 15 years.

• Reduce emissions from built infrastructure. 
Renewable energy and energy efficiency are the twin 
strategies we can use to dramatically reduce the 
emissions from our built environment, both city-owned 
and commercial/residential. Worldwide, buildings account 
for nearly 40% of greenhouse gas emissions—and the 
built environment more broadly accounts for around three-
quarters.3 The Cincinnati 2030 District, which targets 
emissions from commercial buildings (the second biggest 
source of such emissions in the city, after transportation), 
is already seeing encouraging results—energy use is 
down more than 20% among all participating buildings. 
Prioritizing strategies to further reduce commercial 
building emissions will play a major role in allowing the city 
to reach its emissions goals; targeting resources to low-
income households for energy credits and financing for 
energy efficiency solutions is also essential, while reducing 
energy costs for residents at the same time.

• Reduce emissions from transportation.  Adopting 
autonomous vehicles and encouraging electric vehicle 
use are among the top ways in which we can reduce 
our greenhouse gas emissions in the short and the long 
term.4 (Commercial energy and transportation are two 
of the largest sources of carbon emissions in Cincinnati.) 
By investing in electric vehicles as a city—and eventually 
achieving a fully electric city fleet—and making it easier 
for residents to own electric vehicles, we can make a big 
dent in our transportation emissions. For starters, we 
should expand on the 1% requirement for electric charging 
stations in parking garages that receive public funding, 
increasing the minimum to 5%; and require the addition 
of electric charging stations to city facilities as they are 
upgraded. We also should require the purchase of electric 
vehicles (or hybrid vehicles if they are unavailable) for all 
city-owned administrative vehicles going forward, as gas 
vehicles are phased out. Other strategies for reducing 
transportation-related emissions include continuing to 
improve bike infrastructure in the city and county (bike 
paths, such as the Tri-State Trails CROWN plan; and bike 
lanes); allowing for the implementation of transit signal 
priority at key intersections throughout the city for 
SORTA; and further investing in SORTA and other public 
transportation to reduce the miles driven by Cincinnati 
residents.

• Reduce emissions from waste.  A number of 
strategies should be deployed to continue to reduce 
the amount of waste we produce as a city, both through 
city operations and facilities as well as residential and 
commercial waste. Methane from landfills continues to be 
a major source of greenhouse gas emissions; improving 
citywide composting and increased rates of recycling will 
help cut down those pollutants.

2“Cincinnati On Track To Reduce Carbon Emissions 80% By 2050.” Cincinnati Public Radio, 4/19/2021
3 “2019 Cincinnati 2030 District Progress Report.” 2030districts.org
4 “Green Cincinnati Plan.” Cincinnati-oh.gov
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PUTTING CLIMATE CHANGE FRONT 
AND CENTER

No city, or nation, has all the answers when it comes to 
fighting climate change, but the 2018 Green Cincinnati Plan 
provides a framework for achieving bold goals to do our 
part as a community. As the city works to update the plan in 
the next couple years, we need to ensure that this remains 
a priority, across all facets of municipal government and 
operations.

• Achieve carbon neutrality by 2030 and 100% 
renewable energy by 2035. On the way to reaching 100% 
renewable energy, the 2018 Green Cincinnati Plan calls for 
achieving carbon neutrality for all city operations, as well as 
city fleets and city facilities, by 2030—less than a decade 
from now. With continued investments in solar arrays; 
heat pumps; LEED buildings; and electric vehicles, among 
other strategies—along with the purchasing of renewable 
energy credits (RECs)—this remains an achievable goal for 

REDUCING EMISSIONS

Cincinnati, as does the more ambitious one of achieving 
100% renewable energy just five years later. We also need 
to adopt a policy as a city for all new city-owned facilities to 
meet net-zero energy building standards.

• Achieve zero waste by 2035. In addition to achieving 
zero waste for the city by 2035, the 2018 Green Cincinnati 
Plan calls for reducing residential waste to landfills by 20%, 
while increasing both residential (5%) and commercial 
(20%) participation in curbside recycling. Several 
strategies can help us achieve these goals, including 
improving composting and recycling programs; and 
implementing the single-use bag ban. Other measures the 
city can take to reduce waste include prohibiting the use of 
public funding for the purchase of various plastic foodware 
items (plastic straws and cutlery, polystyrene foam, etc.) 
that are difficult or impossible to recycle; and ensuring that 
the cups used in DORA districts throughout the city have 
a recycle option (and end use plan) so as to minimize their 
environmental impact.
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CONSERVING RESOURCES

CONSERVING CINCINNATI’S 
NATURAL RESOURCES AND 
PUBLIC LANDS

From the water our families drink to the air we breathe, the 
parks we play in and the trees that provide us with shade, 
the natural resources and public lands in and around 
Cincinnati are essential to a thriving, healthy community. 
And while we can encourage growth, innovation, and a 
booming economy, we cannot do so at the expense of our 
environment.

PROTECTING OUR RIVERS, 
STREAMS, AND DRINKING WATER

The health of the rivers and streams in and around our 
city—and the drinking water we depend on—is tied closely 
with our urban infrastructure and waste- and stormwater 
management practices and strategies. By looking at the 
issue holistically, we can combat climate change, save 
money, and improve community life all at once.

• Save our rivers and streams from environmental 
degradation. Protecting the Ohio River—and ensuring 
safe and universal access to clean drinking water for 
all Cincinnatians—is one of our central roles as a city 
government. In addition to reducing contaminants and 
stormwater runoff, we can make use of new approaches to 
urban water quality, such as daylighting small streams and 
rivers, which can enliven a community while also cutting 
down on water treatment costs.

• Improve wastewater treatment systems and 
stormwater management. Increased rainfall, more 
severe storms, and more damaging flooding are effects of 
climate change Cincinnatians already are all too familiar 
with—while paying more and more in water bills and fees. 
Strategies should include major infrastructure projects 
such as the Metropolitan Sewer District’s Lick Run 
Greenway, which not only provides a new recreational area 
for residents and improves quality of life in the area, but 
just as importantly, helps manage stormwater overflows 
by eliminating hundreds of millions of gallons of overflow 
annually.5 We also can do more to incentivize reducing 
the use of impermeable surfaces, and thus stormwater 
runoff, both residentially and commercially, along with 
outreach, education, and financial assistance. And we need 
to continue the speedy implementation of MSD’s Smart 
Sewer system and reduce combined sewer systems.

5 “Lick Run Greenway.” Project Groundwork
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CONSERVING RESOURCES

PROTECTING AND EXPANDING 
GREEN SPACES IN THE CITY

Improving parks, greenways, bike paths, and tree cover 
throughout the city can reduce our greenhouse gas 
emissions, reduce stormwater runoff, keep temperatures 
lower, and improve quality of life.

• Protect our parks and green spaces from 
overdevelopment—and expand green spaces, bike 
paths, and other parks infrastructure. Now more 
than ever—with the pandemic making even clearer the 
importance of getting outside and having room to socially 
distance here in an urban environment—preserving open 
spaces and creating improved transportation and other 
outdoors infrastructure is key to creating a livable city. 
Implementing the Tri-State Trails CROWN Plan has to be a 
priority. Doing so has myriad benefits, from reducing carbon 
emissions by encouraging people-powered transportation; 
to improving livability and community health; to increasing 
property values (and city tax revenue) and the city’s 
desirability, drawing new residents to the area.

• Expand the city’s tree canopy to keep 
temperatures down. The benefits of increased tree 
canopy and urban vegetation are well-documented, and 
include lower energy use, better air quality, improved 
stormwater management, and general higher quality of life; 
they also are an effective tactic in cutting down on urban 
heat islands, or localized areas with higher temperatures.6 
Google launched a Tree Canopy Lab to help cities, such 
as Los Angeles, pinpoint where trees are most needed. 
(That city also added a chief forest officer to take the 
lead on these issues.)7 The 2018 Green Cincinnati Plan 
called for 40% coverage citywide, and at least 30% in all 
neighborhoods. At a minimum, we must ensure those goals 
are met, and should consider more ambitious goals as the 
plan is updated.

6 “Using Trees and Vegetation to Reduce Heat Islands.” Environmental Protection 
Agency 
7 “Google launches new tool to help cities stay cool.” The Verge, 11/18/2020
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GROWING JOBS

GROWING THE GREEN ENERGY 
ECONOMY AND CREATING NEW 
JOBS
Cincinnati, whose population peaked decades ago, is 
poised to be a “climate change haven,” despite the many 
challenges we face as a city. In fact, we’ve already started 
to see some of the in-migration that will only accelerate 

DOUBLING DOWN ON SOLAR 
AND OTHER CLEAN ENERGY 
INVESTMENTS

Cincinnati can continue to be a leader in solar energy 
with municipal investments in solar arrays and financial 
incentives and education to provide more households with 
renewable energy options. And investing in solar projects, 
large and small, means more jobs for a growing sector of 
the green economy in Cincinnati.

• Continue to invest in large-scale solar. The New 
Market Solar project is exactly the kind of large-scale 
project we need to tackle the large-scale problem of climate 
change. The new solar array, which broke ground earlier 
this year, will be the largest municipal project in the country, 
generating enough renewable energy to power much of the 
city’s functions and operations while saving the city nearly 
$2 million and creating dozens of jobs in the process.9 The 
city should also look to build on the success of the project 
by partnering with local institutions and energy users to 
develop another renewable energy purchase contract.

• Incentivize solar for businesses, schools, and 
households throughout the city. While Cincinnati 
should continue to invest in municipal solar projects, we 
also should do more to incentivize other public and private 
entities to pursue renewable energy options at the same 
time. This should include strategies such as working with 
Cincinnati Public Schools to find financing solutions for 
solar installations on school buildings throughout the city.

in the coming decades.8 But a growing population presents 
not only challenges in a warming world, but opportunities 
as well. By investing in growing industries, such as 
renewable energy and green tech, and capitalizing on an 
inflow of new talent, we can create more jobs and grow 
our economy while also doing our part to address the 
climate crisis.

8“Cincinnati As Climate Change Haven? Some Transplants And City Officials Think So.” Cincinnati Public Radio, 1/26/2021
9 “‘A cleaner future.’ Officials break ground on Cincinnati’s massive new solar array project.” Cincinnati Enquirer, 5/13/2021
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GROWING JOBS

SPURRING INVESTMENTS IN 
GREEN ECONOMY

According to the Green Cincinnati plan, green jobs in 
Cincinnati are growing at twice the rate of other jobs. 
Investing in this sector does more than help combat 
climate change and reduce greenhouse gas emissions; it 
also is essential to putting Cincinnati at the leading edge 
of a changing economy, and will help spur more innovation 
in the Green Tech and environmental sectors while also 
creating good-paying jobs and spurring economic growth.

• Invest in IT and STEM education and workers. 
Creating a pipeline for IT and STEM students and 
graduates—as I called for in my Economic Recovery 
plan—will help create more jobs and grow more businesses 
while providing the expertise and workforce needed for a 

strong green economy. The Cincinnati Innovation District, 
with funding from JobsOhio, the University of Cincinnati, 
and Cincinnati Children’s Hospital, is already making a 
difference; we should pursue additional partnerships (for 
example, with Cincinnati State Technical and Community 
College) to accelerate progress in this area.

• Invest in youth workforce development. By 
investing in a youth green workforce, we can create youth 
employment opportunities and tackle much-needed, labor 
intensive green projects throughout the city that benefit 
all city residents while also educating and engaging the 
next generation of climate activists and environmental 
stewards. Organizations such as Groundwork Ohio River 
Valley already are utilizing youth employment programs 
to pursue a mission of environmental justice; Cincinnati 
should do more to invest in these sorts of efforts as well.
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ENSURING ENVIRONMENTAL 
EQUITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
JUSTICE FOR ALL

What is clear on the ground is backed up by data and 
research as well: communities of color and low-income 
neighborhoods are “disproportionality impacted by 
climate change” in ways big and small, obvious and 
subtle.10 We know that climate change is already causing 
more extreme temperatures and heat waves in Cincinnati, 
but not all neighborhoods are equally affected.11 Tackling 
those historical disparities will be essential, both to combat 
climate change broadly, as a city; and to create a more 
just society for all. Doing so also will help create buy-in as 
we work to broaden the environmental movement and 
empower all communities to take action.

ADDRESSING HISTORICAL 
DISPARITIES

Globally and locally, the negative effects of climate change 
are not felt equally by each family, each community, 
each city or each nation. While wealthier households 
and wealthier nations, on average, have had an outsized 
effect on greenhouse gas emissions, the consequences of 
those emissions are having an outsized effect on poorer 
households and poorer nations.

• Combat history of environmental racism. 
Creating a more equitable climate future means doing all 
we can to undo the discrimination and institutional racism 
of the past. Issues such as localized pollution and industry 
facility siting in poorer neighborhoods, among others, have 
been acknowledged, but largely left unaddressed.

•  Target efforts toward communities and 
neighborhoods most affected by a changing climate. 
In city after city, heat islands have been shown to affect 
primarily minority communities.12 The correlation is 

ENSURING EQUITY
anything but random—a recent study found that “formerly 
redlined neighborhoods are today 5 degrees hotter in 
summer, on average, than areas once favored for housing 
loans, with some cities seeing differences as large as 12 
degrees,” and these neighborhoods are more likely to have 
minority populations.13 Resources should be directed to 
areas that are bearing the brunt of a warming world, and 
a warming city, to address these disparate effects; for 
example, greater investments in improving the city’s tree 
canopy to address the problem of heat islands. 

PLANNING FOR A MORE 
EQUITABLE ENVIRONMENTAL 
FUTURE

• Put racial and economic justice at the forefront 
of environmental and climate change agenda. 
Environmental efforts, while well-meaning, too often are 
disengaged from the communities most at risk of the 
effects of a changing climate; as in housing, education, 
health care, and beyond, those communities get left 
behind. The city of Cincinnati passed an Environmental 
Justice Ordinance in 2009, but it has largely been ignored.14 
Regardless, the focus on power plant siting and air pollution, 
while important, needs to be broadened. The city should 
work to update the ordinance to more effectively address 
the environmental disparities of today.

• Engage and empower communities of color.
We need to do more to not only engage communities 
that historically have not been included into climate and 
environmental activism, but to empower them to lead the 
way in building a city, an environment, and a future that 
works for all. Groundwork ORV, for example, as part of 
the Climate Safe Neighborhoods (CSN) partnership, has 
worked closely with residents in specific neighborhoods to 
create plans of action that reflect the actual needs of the 
community.15 We need to ensure that the Green Cincinnati 
Plan update, to be completed in 2023, does a better job of 
incorporating these kinds of local community concerns 
and plans of action.

10 “Study Finds Some Communities Disproportionately Impacted By Heat.” Cincinnati Public Radio, 10/20/2020
11 “Cincy Official: City Needs To Better Fund Climate Change Initiatives.” Cincinnati Public Radio, 3/22/2021
12 “Summer in the City Is Hot, but Some Neighborhoods Suffer More.” The New York Times, 8/9/2019
13 “How Decades of Racist Housing Policy Left Neighborhoods Sweltering.” The New York Times, 8/24/2020
14 “The time Cincinnati tried to protect the poor from pollution but gave up.” The Cincinnati Enquirer, 12/13/2018
15 “Climate Safe Neighborhoods.” Groundwork Ohio River Valley
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Keeping Cincinnati Clean must 
be a core priority of any City 
Administration. Litter impacts our 
environment while also reducing 
the livability of our communities 
through blight. 

IT STARTS AT HOME
We can’t ask our citizens to reduce & remove litter if 
we aren’t doing it ourselves.  City facilities must lead by 
example through removal of litter & weeds on our own 
property. For vacant lots & buildings, departments will 
need to produce a maintenance plan that includes  
litter abatement. 

Ensuring all seasonal greenspace maintenance & litter 
operations positions are filled early through public & 
engaging hiring practices. As more & more employers 
struggle to fill service & logistical positions, Cincinnati 
needs to be proactive in marketing our attractive 
benefits to attract quality employees to open positions 
at all levels. We can’t clean our streets if our hiring 
strategy means we are missing out on the workforce.

COOPERATION TO REDUCE 
ILLEGAL DUMPING 
Utilizing the City’s Office of Performance & Data 
Analytics, the city & its regional partners must 
reduce dumping by targeting repeat sites & explore 
impounding vehicles used in dumping. Illegal dumping 
affects nearly all greater Cincinnati communities and 

KEEPING CINCINNATI CLEAN
streams and valleys are frequent targets.  Through a 
partnership among municipal & county leaders, we 
can form a regional government cooperative to target 
and impound vehicles used in illegal dumping through 
mutual aid agreements across the county. 

Greater coordination with ODOT through coordinated 
cleanups that hold our state partners accountable. 
Most highways and on and off ramps in Cincinnati are 
maintained by ODOT.  With stronger communication 
and the ability to highlight hot spots, ODOT & Cincinnati 
teams can ensure each of our areas of responsibility 
are being serviced in tandem before weeds & litter 
become a nuisance. 

IMPROVED & TARGETED STREET 
SWEEPING 
Revamping Cincinnati’s street sweeping program 
will remove litter & waste from our stormwater 
system, improving the quality of our runoff & 
reducing phosphorus and other pollutants from going 
directly into our rivers & streams.  Immediate low 
cost improvements for street sweeping include the 
replacement of outdated & unenforced street sweeping 
signage throughout the urban core, paired with a 
revamped schedule for neighborhood street sweeping 
with a clear focus on spring & fall sweepings in areas 
with combined sewer overflows.

10 “Study Finds Some Communities Disproportionately Impacted By Heat.” Cincinnati Public Radio, 10/20/2020
11 “Cincy Official: City Needs To Better Fund Climate Change Initiatives.” Cincinnati Public Radio, 3/22/2021
12 “Summer in the City Is Hot, but Some Neighborhoods Suffer More.” The New York Times, 8/9/2019
13 “How Decades of Racist Housing Policy Left Neighborhoods Sweltering.” The New York Times, 8/24/2020
14 “The time Cincinnati tried to protect the poor from pollution but gave up.” The Cincinnati Enquirer, 12/13/2018
15 “Climate Safe Neighborhoods.” Groundwork Ohio River Valley



https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/smale-riverfront-park-cincinnati-ohio-next-771145306

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/tree-grows-light-bulbs-energysaving-environmental-1485404258

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/fall-colors-cincinnati-ohio-small-waterfall-1040603233

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/cincinnati-skyline-smale-riverfront-park-along-664223950

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/blooming-flowers-trees-spring-eden-park-1702917742

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/man-shows-his-family-solar-panels-1674153415

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/businessman-search-new-employees-specialists-concept-1297312387


